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Six  teams  observe 
alternative  contexts 


As  PART  OF  Columbia's  Alternative 
Context  for  Ministry  course  —  during 
which  students  spend  two-and-a-half 
weeks  in  different  cultural  contexts 
observing  the  role  of  the  Church  — 
five  teams  of  students  and  faculty 
ventured  to  Appalachia,  Atlanta, 
Central  America,  Hungary,  and 
Jamaica  in  January.  A  sixth  context 
within  the  People's  Republic  of  China 
will  take  place  in  May. 
Appalachia: 

The  Appalachia  team,  led  by 
Erskine  Clarke,  Professor  of  American 
Rehgious  History,  was  one  of  two 
domestic  experiences.  Winding  its 
way  by  van  through  the  mountains  of 
Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  Georgia, 
and  Alabama,  the  Columbia  team  was 
joined  by  students  from  other  theo- 
logical schools,  representing  a  variety 
of  backgrounds  and  denominations. 

"Our  trip  was  unique  for  the 
Columbia  groups,"  middler  Becky 
Ardell  acknowledges,  "Having  people 
from  other  schools  and  three  foreign 
countries,  we  had  alternative  context 
in  more  than  one  way.  We  were  not 
only  experiencing  Appalachia  but  also 
the  other  people  within  our  seminar 
—  non-Presbyterians  with  different 
backgrounds." 

The  team  visited  a  Methodist 


cooperative  parish,  schools,  govern- 
ment officials,  union  representatives,  a 
Native  American  community,  a 
grassroots  cooperative  designed  to 
overcome  absentee  land  ownership 
and  provide  the  people  with  some 
means  of  autonomy  within  the  land 
trust,  and  church  leaders  —  learning 
about  the  economic  and  ecological 
jeopardy  of  the  region  and  coming  to 
understand  better  the  people  and 
concerns  of  Appalachia. 

"We  had  an  overwhelming  sense 
that  the  people  and  land  of  Ap- 
palachia have  been  pushed  to  the 
margins  of  our  culture,"  Jeff  Reynolds 
says.  "When  things  are  marginalized, 
the  church  often  becomes  more  of  a 
center.  When  marginahzation  hasn't 
taken  place,  the  church  isn't  taken  so 
seriously.  The  trip  has  left  me  with  a 
lot  of  questions  about  how  to  ap- 
proach ministry.  Do  1  see  myself  in  a 
comfortable  church  or  as  an  enabler 
within  the  marginal  church?" 

Having  the  church  at  center,  Jeff 
adds,  means  recognizing  God's 
community,  organizing  or  being  part 
of  the  community,  and  churches 
working  together  across  faith  perspec- 
tives to  help. 

"The  trip  changed  my  image  of 
Appalachia,"  Becky  adds,  "And  any 
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time  you  expand  or  change  your 
image  of  people,  your  image  of  God's 
work  in  the  world  is  also  expanded." 
Atlanta: 

Under  the  leadership  of  Lee 
Carroll,  Director  of  Supervised  Minis- 
try, the  Atlanta  seminar  explored  the 
inner  city  by  visiting  housing  commu- 
nities, public  schools,  courts,  a  police 
precinct,  the  office  of  U.S.  Congress- 
man Ben  Jones,  churches,  and  church 
ministry  programs. 

Atlanta  members  attempted  to 


grasp  the  circumstances  of  the  city's 
homeless  and  urban  poor  and  to 
understand  the  influence  of  drugs  on 
the  community.  They  made  visits  to 
the  Atlanta  Housing  Authority,  a 
homeless  community  called 
"Hutsville,"  a  mixed-income  subdivi- 
sion pioneered  by  Bob  Lupton,  and 
the  "Wings  of  Hope"  anti-drug  center. 
Participants  also  spoke  with  church 
leaders  who  are  combating  these 
problems  —  and  wondered  about  the 
Continued  on  page  3 


Johnson  studies  need 
for  church  renewal 


Dr.  Ben  C.  Johnson,  Peachtree  Professor  of  Evangelism  and  Church  Growth 


During  a  twelve-month  sabbatical  that 
led  him  across  North  America  and 
Europe,  Ben  Johnson,  Professor  of 
Evangelism  and  Church  Growth, 
conducted  workshops,  produced 
videos  and  written  materials  about 
spirituality,  and  visited  recognized 
churches  and  leaders  about  spiritual 
renewal  in  order  to  broaden  his  own 
understanding  of  the  spiritual  life.  He 
regards  the  individual's  hfe  of  faith  as 
critical  to  the  church's  future. 

"1  think  a  church  that  is  in  the 
place  that  ours  is  historically  has  to  go 
back  to  root  experiences  in  the  Chris- 
tian faith  and  those  experiences  that 
center  around  Jesus  Christ,  prayer, 
the  inner  life,  as  well  as  the  outer 
expression  of  that  life,"  Dr.  Johnson 
says.  "Those  experiences  call  us  to 
listen  again  to  the  voice  of  the  living 
God  speaking  to  us  in  our  day." 

Exploring  that  call  led  Dr.  Johnson 
to  a  variety  of  churches  in  the  United 


States  and  Europe  —  from  the  explo- 
sive-growth Willow  Creek  Commu- 
nity Church  just  outside  Chicago  to 
Anglican  churches  in  London. 

"England  is  a  world  of  church 
death,"  Dr.  Johnson  says,  "where  the 
buildings  are  big  and  empty  and  the 
services  are  dead  and  boring.  They 
have  a  tremendous  need.  I  hope  that  is 
not  prophetic  for  America." 

Nevertheless,  Dr.  Johnson  says,  he 
saw  several  signs  of  spiritual  vitality 
—  including  All  Souls,  the  Anglican 
church  of  John  Stott.  "A  great  majority 
there  are  young  adults  under  forty- 
five,  and  there  are  lots  of  teens  and 
people  in  their  early  twenties.  The 
liturgy  is  a  combination  of  Anglican 
formal  liturgy  and  a  kind  of  evangeli- 
cal, charismatic  praise  service.  There 
was  a  spirit  of  warmth  and  a  simple, 
clear  presentation  of  Biblical  truth.  We 
sensed  a  feeling  of  celebration.  There 
Continued  on  page! 


From  the  President 


Douglas  W.  Oldenburg 


One  of  the  most  important  activities 
in  whicli  we  are  currently  involved  at 
Columbia  is  our  curriculum  review.  It 
is  important  because  the  results  will 
influence  how  we  prepare  men  and 
women  for  ministry  during  tiie 
remainder  of  this  decade  and  beyond. 
The  review  was  funded  in  1^90  by 


a  generous  grant  from  the  Lilly 
Endowment,  and  we  are  presently 
completing  our  second  year  of  a  three- 
year  project.  The  underlying  question 
which  motivates  the  review  is  this: 
"How  can  we  be  more  faithful  and 
effective  in  fulfilling  the  important 
mission  God  has  given  us?"  In  other 
words,  "How  can  we  do  our  job 
better?" 

The  first  year  focused  on  two 
primary  objectives:  consulting  with  a 
wide  variety  of  persons  and  under- 
standing the  cultural  context  in  which 
we  are  called  to  be  faithful  as  pastors 
and  teachers. 

We  felt  it  was  of  utmost  impor- 
tance that  we  begin  our  work  by 
listening  to  others,  We  consulted  with 
a  team  of  professional  educators,  a 
group  of  lay  persons  from  small  and 
large  churches,  and  a  group  of  pastors 
from  urban  and  rural  churches.  We 
hosted  a  two-day  conference  for 
presbytery  executives  and  chairper- 
sons from  presbytery  Committees  on 
Ministry  and  Committees  on  Prepara- 
tion for  Mmistry.  We  consulted  with 
many  of  our  alums,  and  we  had  a 
special  meeting  to  listen  to  our 
graduating  seniors.  We  read  a  series 
of  books  about  theological  education 
recently  written  by  recognized  leaders 
in  the  field,  and  we  engaged  some  of 
them  m  conversation.  We  spent  the 
first  year  in  a  listening  mode,  and  we 
heard  much  that  was  helpful.  Every 
suggestion  and  idea  has  been  taken 


seriously. 

We  also  sought  a  deeper  under- 
standing of  our  current  cultural 
context  by  inviting  Robert  Bellah 
(Hahits  of  the  Heart)  and  other  Habit> 
authors  to  be  visiting  professors  and 
lead  a  faculty  seminar  for  a  semester. 
We  brought'others  to  the  campus  for 
one-  or  two-day  conferences. 

Our  second  year  has  been  spent 
working  on  some  foundational  papers 
on  which  we  will  build  a  curriculum. 
The  faculty  has  recently  adopted  a 
new  Statement  of  Mission  for  Colum- 
bia, and  1  am  recommending  it  to  the 
board  for  approval.  (It  will  be  printed 
in  the  next  issue  of  Vantage.)  We  then 
asked  ourselves:  "On  the  basis  of  this 
Statement  of  Mission,  what  are  our 
assumptions  about  the  world,  the 
church,  and  the  seminary  on  which  ^ 
we  should  build  a  new  curriculum?" 
After  several  drafts  and  much  discus- 
sion, the  "assumptions"  paper  has 
also  been  approved  (Part  IV  by  vote) 
by  the  faculty.  I  am  personally  proud 
of  the  work  the  faculty  has  done  on 
these  two  foundational  papers  and 
very  pleased  with  the  results. 

During  this  same  two-year  period, 
the  faculty  has  written  papers  on 
pedagogy,  spirituality,  worship, 
Christology,  salvation,  religious 
pluralism,  the  Reformed  tradition,  the 
history  of  Columbia  Seminary, 
theological  education  in  the  twenty- 
first  century.  Christian  education,  a 
theological  critique  of  contemporary 
culKire,  and  other  topics.  Each  paper 
has  been  presented  to  the  faculty,  with 
lively  discussion  ensuing. 

The  Curriculum  Review  Commit- 
tee is  currently  receiving  proposals 
from  various  faculty  members  regard- 


ing their  vision  of  an  "ideal"  new- 
curriculum,  based  on  our  Statement  of 
Mission  and  the  assumptions.  A  draft 
proposal  from  the  committee  will  be 
submitted  to  the  faculty  for  discussion 
at  its  September  1992  retreat.  Further 
discussion  will  occur  throughout  the 
fall  and  winter.  The  board  will 
participate  in  that  discussion  at  its 
October  meeting.  We  anticipate  the 
proposed  revisions  will  be  voted  on 
by  the  faculty  in  February  1993,  and  at 
least  the  first  year  of  the  revised 
curriculum  implemented  in  the  fall  of 
1993. 

I  wish  I  could  share  with  you 
some  directions  in  which  we  are 
moving,  but  that  would  be  dangerous 
and  inappropriate  since  no  decisions 
have  been  made.  I  am  very  pleased 
with  what  we  have  done,  and  I  remain 
confident  that  the  revised  curriculum 
will  enhance  our  ability  to  prepare 
men  and  women  for  leadership  in  the 
church.  I  am  sure  you  will  be  pleased 
with  the  results  too.  The  faculty  has 
worked  hard,  spending  many  hours 
in  seminars,  retreats,  and  engaging  in 
stimulating  discussion.  Special  kudos 
to  Dean  Glenn  R.  Bucher,  who  has 
been  invaluable  to  the  process,  to  the 
members  of  the  Curriculum  Review 
Committee,  and  to  Professors  Charles 
Cousar  and  Catherine  Gonzalez,  who 
have  shared  the  leadership  of  the 
committee.  Please  keep  us  in  your 
prayers. 

With  warmest  regards. 


Ben  Johnson 
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were  two  services,  and  both  were 
packed. 

")ust  down  the  street,  in  contrast, 
is  Central  Hall,  one  of  the  great  old 
Methodist  churches,  where  one  of  my 
heroes.  Dr.  William  F,  Sangster,  used 
to  be  minister.  That  church  would  seat 
about  three  or  four  thousand  pei»ple. 
There  were  fewer  than  two  hundred 
there.  1  wondered  if  we're  not  like 
Central  Hall  —  unwilling  to  make  the 
shift." 

Many  churches  experiencing 
rapid  growth  are  building  on  an 

"We  must  wake  up." 

informal  foundation  of  praise  and 
worship.  Dr.  |ohnson  says,  with 
emphasis  on  expositional  Bible 
teaching  and  inclusion  ot  drama, 
music,  and  the  arts.  Dr.  Johnson  says 
he  has  found  in  new  and  creative 
forms  of  worship  some  possibilities 
for  the  Presbyterian  Church  (USA), 
which  has  lost  one  million  members 
during  the  last  25  years. 

"It  bothers  me  that  as  Presbyteri- 
ans we  are  eager  to  rationalize  away 
the  growth,  the  receptivity,  and  the 
response  to  these  kinds  of  churches  by 
claiming  that  they're  superficial,  that 
they  appeal  only  to  some  sort  of 
cultural  consciousness  and  have  lost 
the  integrity  of  the  Gospel,"  he  says. 
"That  is  a  neat  shield  for  blinding 


ourselves  to  our  dying  churches.  We 
must  wake  up." 

One  who  has  awakened,  Dr, 
Johnson  says,  is  Mark  Toone,  a  Ph.D. 
from  St.  Andrews  who  is  pastor  oi  a 
thriving  Presbyterian  congregation 
just  outside  Seattle.  "1  le  is  exploring 
and  finding  a  middle  ground  between 
tradition  and  a  freer  style  of  worship. 
He's  combining  those  elements  with 
excitement  and  enthusiasm  —  and  the 
church  is  growing.  He  uses  art, 
drama,  and  music  and  has  a  less 
formal  service.  Not  all  the  elements  of 
the  liturgv  are  used  every  Sunday.  He 
has  kept  the  longtime  members  happy 
and  the  new  members  excited." 

During  his  year-long  sabbatical 
travels.  Dr.  Johnson  met  with  Adrian 
van  Kamm,  founder  of  the  l^h.D. 
program  in  spirituality  at  Duquesne 
University,  the  only  institution  which 
offers  such  a  degree;  with  the  director 
of  the  doctoral  program  at  General 
Seminary  in  New  York  to  discuss 
methods  for  doing  graduate  work  in 
spirituality;  with  Tilden  Edwards  and 
Gerald  May  at  Shalom  Institute  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  discuss  spiritual 
direction,  particularly  for  clergy;  with 
Gordon  Cosby,  who  also  focuses  on 
clergy  renewal;  and  with  well-known 
author  and  theologian  Lesslie 
Nevvbigin, 

"Dr.  Newbigin  and  I  talked  about 
the  interface  of  the  Gospel  with 
Western  culture,"  Dr.  Johnson  says. 
"Can  the  West  be  converted?  Can  we 


evangelize  our  own  people?  He  is 
interested  in  bringing  together  key 
people  within  the  culture  to  talk  about 
what  faith  means  in  our  secularized 
world  and  how  we  can  move  from  the 
secular  base  upon  which  we've 
founded  most  of  our  lives  to  some 


make  no  demands  of  us.  So  it  does 
not  get  too  much  from  us.  As  a 
consequence,  the  church  is  just 
another  cultural  institution  without 
the  dynamic,  fully  operative  power  of 
the  risen  and  living  Jesus  Christ." 
Dick  Junkm,  Associate  for  Disci- 


"We  have  the  opporfuuity  today  to  reassess  who  we 
are  as  a  church  and  what  God's  will  is  for  us,  to  come 
back  to  what  it  means  to  be  the  people  of  God. " 


kind  of  reclaiming  of  faith.  He's  not 
talking  about  conversion  only,  but 
about  faith  as  the  basis  for  our  life 
together  in  society." 

This  is  an  area  Dr.  Johnson  has 
also  explored  with  Andrew  Walker, 
director  of  the  C.S.  Lewis  Center  and 
professor  at  King  College  in  London. 
Walker,  who  is  scheduled  to  lecture  at 
Columbia's  School  of  Evangelism  m 
July,  is  also  discussing  the  issue  of  the 
Gospel  ui  Western  culture. 

"Today,  I  think  we  have  an 
opportunity  to  reassess  who  we  are  as 
a  church  aiid  what  God's  will  is  for  us, 
to  come  back  to  what  it  means  to  be 
the  people  of  God,"  Dr.  Johnson  says. 
"1  think  it  means  to  be  biblically- 
grounded  people  of  faith.  It  means 
people  who  are  living  out  of  the 
awareness  of  God's  presence  in  our 
time  and  our  place,  called  by  God  to 
engage  with  God  in  kingdom  work 
and  activity.  I  think  we  are  culturally 
conditioned  to  expect  our  religion  to 


pleship  and  Spirituahty  for  the 
PC(USA),  IS  making  efforts  to  over- 
come that  obstacle.  Dr.  Johnson  says. 
Junkin  says  the  church  is  in  trouble 
and  needs  to  pray,  to  reflect  on  its 
context,  to  read  and  take  scripture 
seriously  and  how  the  scripture 
speaks  to  our  context,  to  share 
struggles  and  pain  with  one  another, 
and  to  exercise  obedience. 

"That  is  a  prescription  for  a 
rebirth  of  vital  faith,"  Dr.  Johnson 
says.  "That  is  a  kind  of  faith  the 
church  is  about  —  a  grassroots 
renewal  that's  possible  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  As  that  begins  to 
bloom  in  a  congregation,  I  think  we'll 
worship  differently  and  do  our  social 
ministry  with  a  different  level  of  con- 
viction. I  think  we'll  have  evangelism 
that  draws  people  into  this  struggle 
with  us. !  believe  that's  the  key  to 
turning  our  church  around."    L I 

Nancy  Graham  '9^ 


VANTAGE 


Columbia  students  Martha  Ebel  '93,  Pat  Looper  '93,  Frank  Boxjd  '93,  Judith  Fulp-Ekk^ 
staedt  '92,  and  Boin  Cho  '93  visited  children  in  the  after-school  program  organized  by 
Capitol  Area  Ministries  in  downtown  Atlanta. 


Alternative  Context 
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reluctance  of  some  churches  to 
address  them. 

"There's  a  difference  between 
ministry  to  people  and  ministry  with 
people,"  Atlanta  team  member  Frank 
Boyd  says.  "That's  highlighted  even 
more  downtown  by  the  Protestant 
churches.  On  Sunday  morning  the 
homeless  and  poor  don't  worship 
there.  It's  still  a  separatist  thing.  There 
are  still  hidden  signs  that  say,  'Wel- 
come homeless  people  Monday 
through  Friday,  but  not  on  Sunday 
morning.'  The  way  we  dress  intimi- 
dates people.  The  way  we  worship 
keeps  them  out.  I  have  the  impression 


a  need  to  become  involved  in  urban 
ministry,"  she  says.  "This  experience 
has  shown  me  how  much  the  church 
can  do  if  it  will  gel  involved.  Doors 
are  open  to  churches  thai  are  not  open 
lo  others.  A  lot  could  be  done  if  all 
these  little  groups  of  people  are 
willing  to  work  together  as  one.  The 
big  thing  I  have  learned  is  that  if  we're 
involved  seriously  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  we  will  be  about  building 
relationships.  If  we  are  to  do  the  work 
of  the  kingdom,  we  must  do  it  in 
community  with  others." 

Frank  adds  that  his  life  has  been 
reshaped  by  the  opportunity.  "My 
sense,"  he  says,  "is  that  1  will  be  in 
dialogue  with  this  experience  for  Ihe 


Brian  McCormick  (MATS  '93)  and  Fuh  Cay  Ic  attended  a  United  Uiuicii  iogctlicrm 
Kingston,  famaica. _^__ 


orphanage,  poor  barrios,  and  a  mas- 
sive city  wide  dump  which  is  home  for 
several  hundred  people  in  Guatemala 
City. 

"The  whole  dump  oxperieme  was 
a  way  for  me  to  be  confronted  directly 
with  the  poverty,"  senior  Mike  Poulos 
says.  "1  had  heard  the  statistics  and 
seen  the  Imrrios  in  Nicaragua,  but  1 
needed  to  be  confronted  with  the 
largeness  of  the  area,  Ihu  snioke,  Ihe 
stench,  the  children,  the  vultures,  and 
the  dogs  groveling  for  things  to  eat. 
And  in  this  awful  situation,  someone 
was  still  exploiting  the  land  —  charg- 
ing rent  to  live  there.  The  whole  dump 
scene  was  a  paradigm  of  the  Third 


"/  could  feel  the  presence  of  Jesus  there  in  the  midst  of  that  storm, " 


that  until  we  can  see  homeless  and 
poor  people  as  brothers  and  sisters, 
we  don't  have  a  chance  to  solve  any 
problems.  Until  their  problems 
become  our  problems^  we'll  never 
have  a  chance." 

Team  member  Willie  Jackson 
adds  that  she  saw  few  hopeful  signs 
during  the  experience  but  learned 
about  possibilities  the  church  must 
explore  if  it  is  to  lift  a  banner  of  hope 
in  the  city. 

"I  chose  Atlanta  because  I  sensed 


rest  of  my  ministry.  Probably  in  every 
financial  decision  I  make  as  a  pastor 
and  every  sermon  1  preach,  images 
and  voices  of  poor  and  homeless 
people  will  be  present." 
Central  America: 

Professor  of  Ministry  Robert 
Ramey  led  the  Central  America  team 
through  Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua,  and 
Guatemala,  visiting  mission  co- 
workers, government  officials,  leaders 
of  grassroots  movements  for  peace 
and  health,  a  resettlement  village,  an 


World.  All  the  dynamics  were  going 
on:  people  living  off  trash,  having  no 
land  and  having  to  rent.  It's  an  image 
I  know  will  never  go  away." 

Since  returning  from  Central 
America,  Jung  Shin  says  he  has 
preached  with  a  different  vision  about 
how  to  assist  those  who  live  in  such 
desperate  circumstances.  At  his 
church,  he  has  appealed  for  a  budget 
that  includes  the  grassroots  projects 
he  encountered  in  Central  America. 
Drawn  by  the  orphaned  children  he 


met  in  Central  America,  Jung  has  also 
discussed  with  his  family  tlie  possibil- 
itv  of  adopting  a  child  troni  Central 
America, 

"Already  I  have  asked  perniissit>n 
from  my  children,"  he  says,  "and  they 
agreed.  They  understand  that  means 
sharing  what  hiheritance  we  have." 

"Are  we  willing  to  share  the 
inheritance?"  Kim  Wilson  asks.  "The 
spnitual  inheritance  and  other  lorms 
of  inheritance?  The  first  word  1 
learned  in  Spanish  was  >in  embargo, 
which  means  'nevertheless,'  Ihat  is 
the  reality  of  people's  lives  in  Central 
America.  They  don't  have  enough 
food,  they  have  poor  living  condi- 
tions, but  nevertheless  they  have  faith 
and  hope  in  God.  1  will  never  be  able 
to  read  scripture  the  same  way  again." 

Alternative  context,  she  adds,  was 
"invaluable  for  my  ministry  and  my 
development  as  d  person  in  a  world 
that's  a  global  community," 
lltingari/: 

Professor  of  Systematic  Theology 
Shirley  (iuthrie  led  the  I  lungary 
seminar  across  the  recently  opened 
eastern  Furopean  nation,  journeying 
through  urban  Budapest  and  rural 
villages.  As  guests  of  the  Reformed 
Church  of  [  lungary,  the  Columbia 

Contmued  on  page  5 


Michael  Poulos  '92.  Professor  Robert  Rtinuy,  and  Kim  Wdson   '■M  Uw.r  the  Guatemala 
City  dump,  which  is  home  to  hundreds  of  people. 


Paul  Evans  '92.  }eanne  Reynolds  '93,  and  Jeff  Reynolds  '93  had  a  sandxvich  lunch, 
prepared  by  Mrs.  Oneta  Trcw,  at  Trcw's  General  Store  near  Etowah.  Tennessee-  Mr. 
Mortimer  Trcw,  owner-proprietor  of  the  102-year-old  business,  is  pictured  zvith  them. 
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Continuing 

Education 

Calmdar 

f^TT^^ilS^Thiformation  or  to  register  for  coUriiiT^^n^i^i^^ 
Sara  Covin  Juengst,  Director  of  Continuing  Education,  or 

The  Lay  Institute  of  Faith  and  Life  ,78-8821 

Columbia  -ru-.i^gw-^^Seminarv.  Decatur,  GA  30031/404-378  8821. 


M.v  11-13  Season^of  Ministry:  The  Last  Ten  Years,  "The  BFi,T  Is  Yet  io  Be"  A 
Leaders:  Members  of  Columbia's  faculty.  Cost:  S/S. 


CFC  officers  were  mstalled  at  Come  See  Columb.a  Dmj  o„  Apr,l2.  Fc,    rowM. 
EmibWood.  president:  Clmstme  Clark,  outgowg  mce  pres,de,jl:  Purnel  Morr^ 
oSm  P^«'*-"'-  B»rt  row:  SUrley  Brodmerke    Symd  of  SouthAtMc  PW 
moderator:  Nan  Jones,  mce  president:  Lik  Chancellor,  Synod  ofUvwg  Waters  PW 
moderator. 


{"'^„tsBV,ER,AN  WOMEN'S  Bu.-E  StUDV:    /,«,  >  ,«,.  THE  /NTrC«,TV  O.  F"''^"  ^V  f  ""^" 

TayloTGench,  Associate  Professor  of  Biblical  Stud.es,  Lutheran  Theological 

''"^rr^Eunf  A  ROOT  Con.ruae  .or  Fah,,  by  Walter  Brueggemann.  Professor       rT— ^Tl  1     •        PrJenClship   ClrCle 

fS:!rr^^i^r^^^nt^:SSXiS.coo,ey,Te.,Tcd    JoiH  ColumDia  menub    y 

rir^":  cS^  I'^by  Perry  B^dle,  a^,or  of  books  for  clergy 
and  minister-at-Iarge  of  Middle  Tennessee  Presbytery.  Cost:  $90. 
5    1942Sc;mooi  oeEvani.eusm,  Juiv6-8  ,,,.,,      .i    r,„i„.  rroatino  a 

Reclaming  Worship  ...  the  Source  oj  the  Church's  ^f  ^;  ^V  A^o  DubaXre^        a 
I  losnitable  Coneregalion  by  Bruce  Rowhson;  Gospel  of  Christ  in  a  !  ost  enris 

,ai  Culn're  bv  Andrew  Walker;  Evangelism  and  Worship  m  Your  Congrega- 

o    by  Arlo  Duba;  Evangeli/ing  in  a  Post-Modern  Age  by  Andrew  Walke 
What  the  Mainline  Churches  c'l  I  ,earn  from  the  Neo-Charismatic  Re^l  by 
Paul  Walker;  Toward  a  Hopeful  huture  by  Andrew  Walker;  Spiritual  Dimen- 
sions of  Evangelism  by  Ben  Johnson.  Cost:  $50. 


For  forty-two  years,  Presbyterian 
Women  throughout  the  Southeast 
have  played  a  critical  role  in  the  life 
and  mission  of  Columbia  Seminary. 
Members  of  the  Columbia  Friendship 
Circle  commit  themselves  to  pray  for 
seminary  students,  encourage  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry  to  consider 
Columbia  for  their  theological  educa- 
tion, and  provide  financial  support  to 
needv  students  and  their  families. 


In  the  spring  of  each  year,  CFC 
members  gather  for  "Come  See 
Columbia  Day"  to  tour  the  campus, 
worship  with  students  and  faculty, 
and  hear  the  inspiring  testimonies  of 
CFC  scholarship  recipients. 

Joining  the  Columbia  Friendship 
Circle  is  easy.  Simply  write  Ms. 
Barbara  Poe,  CFC  Liaison,  P.O.  Box 
520,  Decatur,  GA  30031,  for  member- 
ship information.  □ 


\^1!::^.^aZ:^o..^^^  k.  F...  Taught  by  Walter  Brueggemann, 
Professor  of  Old  Testament,  Columbia  Theological  Seminary. 
->    BiiiDiNc.CHKisriANO^MMUNiTvTiiKouc.MSMAM  Gkouin  Taught  by  Robert 
Ramey,  Professor  of  Ministry,  Columbia  Theological  Seminary. 

l"*?;,' s^Itbkun  WOMEN'S  B.BUE  Study:  M^rs  ANO  THKlMnc^nr  ^:^ J^-^'^"  W  R^'becca 
Parker,  Director  of  Admissions  and  Financial  Aid,  Columbia  Theological 

f' Na^sMKv  Lo.s.sfS  by  Paula  Buford,  pastoral  counselor  at  Georgia  Baptist 

T^^:::^^C^^-^  by  Hugh  Halverstadt,  Professor  of  Ministry, 
McCormick  Theological  Seminary-  Cost:  $M0.  ^^u     ..■ 

4    Tnr  C    LO,  thh  Church.  ANoGonby  Dwayne  Huebner,  ^-f^ss^r^f  Christian 
Education  and  Associate  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs,  Yale  Divinity  School. 

?Prf.!ching  on  Doctrinh  -  "A  Br.hf  Statement  of  Faith"  by  Wade  Huie 
Professor  Emeritus  of  Homiletics,  Columbia  Theological  Semmary.  Cost.  $90. 

6   t-F  SuMMA  OF  ISKAI.  :   J,  WS  ANOCH.M.ANs  ,N  HIF  Pas,,  Pl.ESENT,  AND  FUT.RE 

by  Steve  Haynes,  Assistant  Professor  of  Religious  Studies,  Rhodes  College. 
Cost:  $90. 

l"  Narratint'Ino  Sauhnc.  Taught  by  Charles  Campbell,  Instructor  in  Homi- 
letics, Columbia  Theological  Seminary. 

V   Thfoux..  of  Ac.iNc,  AND  M.NisiK>  o,  Tli^  Church  WITH  Olofr  Adu.t>  Taught  by 
Ronald  Crossley,  Director  of  the  Center  for  Theological  Studies,  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary,  Winter  Park,  Florida. 

September  17-19  Writing  for  Publication  This  intensive  workshop  will  offer 
experienced  and  aspiring  writers  the  chance  to  explore  the  "nuts  and  bolts    of 
getting  published.  Leader:  Ronald  Tapp.  Cost:  $75. 

October  2-3  Friends  of  C.S.  Lewi.  An  inspirational  retreat  designed  around  the 
works  of  C,S.  Lewis.  A  participatory  experience  of  sharing  and  learning. 
Leaders:  Pat  McGeachy  and  Dabney  Hart.  Cost:  $50. 

-  Two-week  credit  courses:  Prerequisite  -  M.Div.  or  equivalent  degree.  You 
may  take  one  of  the  credit  offerings  in  each  two-week  period  and  thus  earn 
three  semester  hours  credit  in  each  two-week  period.  Cost  per  course  is  $660. 


Summer  courses  offered 


Columbia's  1992  Summer  Sessions  will 
offer  a  variety  of  courses  for  both  lay 
and  clergy,  including  topics  from 
scripture.  Christian  hfe,  and  interfaith 
relations.  From  July  6-10,  Walter 
Brueggemann,  Professor  of  Old 
Testament,  will  teach  "Pentateuch:  A 
Root  Construal  for  Faith,"  which  will 
consider  resources  offered  in  the  Pen- 
tateuch for  work  in  today's  current 
theological  crisis. 

In  addition,  Frances  Taylor  Gench 
will  teach  the  1992-93  Presbyterian 
Women's  study  she  wrote,  }<imes  ami 
the  hik'^nhi  of  Faith.  Other  courses 
include:  "MusHms  and  Christians 
Together"  by  Frank  Cooley  and 
"Rituals  for 'the  Christian  journey"  by 
Perry  Biddle.  The  School  of  Evangel- 
ism will  run  for  three  days  (July  6-8) 
and  will  offer  courses  on  worship, 
hospitality,  and  spiritual  dimensions 
of evangehsm. 

The  week  of  July  13-17  will 
provide  these  morning  courses:  a 
training  course  for  teaching  the 
Presbyterian  Women's  Bible  study, 
jameiami  the  Integrity  of  Faith,  led  by 
Rebecca  Parker;  a  study  of  Necessary 
Losses,  led  by  Paula  Buford;  a  course 
on  managing  church  conflict,  led  by 
Hugh  Halverstadt;  and  "The  Child, 
the  Church,  and  God,"  led  by  Dwayne 
Huebner.  Afternoon  courses  include 
"Preaching  on  Doctrine  —  'A  Brief 
Statement  of  Faith,'"  led  by  Wade 
Huie,  and  "The  Dilemma  of  Israel: 
Jews  and  Christians  in  the  Past, 
Present,  and  Future,"  led  by  Steven 
Haynes. 


Registration  for  each  course  is  $90 
except  for  the  PW  studies,  which  are 
$45,  and  the  School  of  Evangelism, 
which  IS  $50.  For  more  information, 
call  404/378-8821   D 

Trip  planned 
to  Huguenot 
country 

From  August  28  to  September  8, 
Columbia  will  offer  a  travel/study 
tour  to  explore  and  learn  the  history 
of  the  Huguenots,  a  group  which  had 
great  impact  on  the  United  States  and 
the  church.  The  tour  will  visit 
Geneva,  Avignon,  Nimes,  Lyon, 
Montpellier,  Carcassone,  and  special 
sites  of  Huguenot  history,  such  as  the 
Towner  of  Constance  and  the  Hugue- 
not museum  at  Mas  Soubeyron.  Side 
trips  to  the  ecumenical  centers  of 
Bossey  and  Taize  will  give  insight  into 
the  life  of  two  vital  communities  of  the 
European  church. 

The  high  point  of  the  experience 
will  be  an  unforgettable  communion 
service  under  the  chestnut  trees  of 
Mas  Soubeyron,  attended  by  20,000 
Protestants  from  across  Europe. 

The  Rev.  Sara  Covin  Juengst, 
Columbia's  Director  of  Continuing 
Education  and  a  Huguenot  descen- 
dent,  will  lead  the  trip,  which  costs 
$2,566  and  is  open  to  lay  and  clergy. 
For  more  information  or  to  register, 
call  the  Office  of  Continuing  Educa- 
tion at  404/378-8821.  D 
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Alternative  Context 
continued  from  page  3 


group  visited  seminaries,  churches, 
officials  and  the  only  rabbinical  school 
in  eastern  Europe  —  used  as  a  prison 
for  Jews  and  intellectuals  during 
World  War  II.  Dr.  Guthrie  and  stu- 
dents Greg  McMinn,  Jeff  Peterson- 
Davis,  and  Trisha  Senterfitt  also 
preached  at  Sunday  morning  worship 
services. 

"There  was  something  about  that 
first  Sunday  when  Shirley  preached," 
Trisha  says.  "1  sat  there  with  tears 
rolling  down  my  cheeks.  I  was 
thinking,  'Six  hours  from  now,  people 
in  the  United  States  will  be  worship- 
ping in  our  churches.  And  here  we  are 
in  a  totally  different  country  with  a 
different  language  and  still  worship- 
ping the  same  God.'  1  saw  the  Body  of 
Christ  in  a  broader  way  than  I  ever 
had  before." 

While  in  the  village  of  Teglas, 
members  stayed  with  local  families, 
often  communicating  only  through 
smiles,  hugs,  or  by  means  of  a  Bible  or 
familiar  hymn.  For  many  students, 
that  experience  most  deepened  the 
sense  of  universal  community. 

Kerri  Peterson-Davis  and  her 
husband  Jeff  —  California  natives 
who  partially  based  their  decision  to 
attend  Columbia  on  the  alternative 
context  emphasis  —  stayed  in  the 
home  of  "Saint  Eszther,"  a  75-year-old 
woman  with  "these  beautiful  rosy 
cheeks,  and  eyes  that  had  lived." 

"This  woman  is  amazing,"  Kerri 
says.  "She  grows  her  own  vegetables 
and  kills  two  chickens  for  Sunday 


Students,  faculty,  staff,  members  of  the  Board 
lake  part  in  Columbia 's  first  alternative  conte 


of  Directors,  and  family  members  tvill 
■xt  in  China. 


Marcia  Riggs,  Associate  Professor  of 
Christian  Ethics,  the  Jamaica  seminar 
attended  lectures  and  interacted  with 
students  at  United  Theological 
College  of  the  West  Indies,  observed 
agricultural  projects,  and  visited 
churches,  clinics,  and  neighborhoods 
on  both  ends  of  the  economic  spec- 
trum. 

Many  areas  are  still  devastated  by 
Hurricane  Gilbert,  which  swept 
through  the  island  nation  four  years 
ago.  And  compared  with  well- 
guarded,  luxury  resort  areas  like  Ocho 
Rios,  the  reality  of  Jamaica's  poverty 
was  painful. 


"We  were  in  a  different  country  with  a  different 
language  and  still  worshipping  the  same  God. " 


dinner  and  cuts  her  own  hand-made 
lace,"  On  the  last  evening  they  were 
together,  the  three  of  them  —  unable 
to  communicate  with  words  —  sat  in 
teary  silence.  Eszther  motioned  for  the 
couple  to  rise  and  in  the  lamplight  of 
her  living  room  she  took  their  hands 
and  spoke  a  prayer. 

"We  had  no  idea  what  she  was 
praying  for  us,"  Kerri  says.  "But  we 
had  the  sense  that  God  is  so  much 
bigger  than  Decatur,  Georgia." 

"\  think  worshipping  there  was 
the  most  meaningful  and  powerful  of 
all  experiences,"  Trisha  says.  "We 
couldn't  understand  the  language  — 
and  yet  we  could.  In  a  way  I'd  never 
realized,  our  worship  is  in  a  universal 
language.  Even  when  they  were 
speaking  Hungarian  and  we  didn't 
understand  a  word  of  it,  when  we 
came  to  the  Apostle's  Creed,  we 
recognized  the  rhythm  of  it  and  we 
broke  out  into  the  English." 

"It's  so  easy  to  forget  the  connec- 
tions we  have  as  a  global  commu- 
nity," Kerri  adds.  "The  world  is  so 
much  bigger  than  we  can  imagine.  But 
the  impact  of  our  belief  and  faith 
extends  beyond  our  own  church,  our 
own  seminary  campus,  or  our  own 
denomination.  I  really  think  the  only 
way  we  can  understand  the  connec- 
tions we  have  as  a  global  community 
is  to  live  in  it  for  a  while." 
Jamaica: 

Led  by  Jasper  Keith,  Professor  of 
Pastoral  Care  and  Counseling,  and 
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In  the  midst  of  economic  despair, 
team  members  found  signs  of  hope  — 
in  the  selfless  giving  of  Ursuline 
sisters,  in  the  agricultural  training 
provided  by  a  Moravian  church 
community,  and  in  the  efforts  of  a 
Christian  settlement  equipped  with  a 
trade  school  and  medical  center. 
"Just  across  the  bay  from  the 
airport,  we  saw  a  broken  water  line 
and  mothers  washing  clothes  and 
their  babies  in  the  water  running 
down  the  streets,"  Brian  McCormick 
says.  "In  the  middle  of  that  kind  of 
poverty,  St.  Andrews  School  and 
Medical  Center  is  operating." 

Hope  was  also  evident  in  the  faces 
of  Jamaica's  people;  a  wheelchair- 
bound  leather  crafter  named  Errol 
who  sang  for  team  members  and 
announced,  "We  are  all  one  blood"; 
local  believers,  hosting  students  at 
Sunday  dinner  and  lingering  over  the 
feast,  sharing  faith  stories;  a  street 
merchant  sharing  "part  of  her  bread" 
bv  giving  away  bananas  she  could 
have  sold  for  profit. 

"I  experienced  Jesus'  grace  there," 
Belinda  Curry  says.  "1  could  feel  the 
presence  of  Jesus  there  in  the  midst  of 
that  storm  saying,  'My  peace,  be  still.' 
This  will  impact  my  ministry,  as  it 
reminded  me  to  speak  truth,  to  stand 
for  justice,  not  to  compromise,  and  to 
empower  people  to  work  in  whatever 
circumstances  they  may  find  them- 
selves." 

The  call  for  Christian  action  was 


made  clear,  Belinda  says,  by  the 
smiles  of  malnourished  children  in 
Jamaica.  "That  smile  said  to  me,  'Go 
back.  Preach  it.  Teach  it.  Remember 
me.  Weeping  is  not  enough.  Go  back 
and  do  something  about  it.'" 

"We  have  to  see  that  we're 
connected  to  poor  people,"  Kathy 
Carpenter  adds.  "We  have  to  continue 
to  raise  that  voice." 
People's  Republic  of  China: 

A  sixth  alternative  context  will  be 
offered  May  1 1-27,  when  a  contingent 
of  five  students,  nine  faculty,  three 
faculty  spouses,  one  staff  member, 
and  two  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  family  members  repre- 
sent Columbia  in  the  People's  Repub- 
lic of  China-  Participants  will  visit 
Hong  Kong,  Beijing,  Shanghai,  and 
Nanjing  —  including  Nanjing  Semi- 
nary, the  principal  Protestant  semi- 
nary in  China,  They  also  will  meet 
with  church  and  government  officials 
and  worship  with  Chinese  congrega- 
tions. The  trip  will  be  the  first  of  two 
made  possible  by  a  Luce  grant. 

"We  hope  tti  hear  from  Chinese 
Christians  about  ways  to  be  more 
faithful  in  our  context,"  Professor  of 
Theology  George  Stroup  says.  "We 
also  hope  to  begin  a  relationship  with 
the  church  and  the  seminary  in 
Nanjing  that  may  lead  to  future 


"There's  a  difference 
between  ministry  to 
people  and  ministry  with 
people. " 

exchanges  of  faculty  and  students." 

The  Luce  grant  will  also  provide 
for  a  conference  at  Columbia  October 
23-25  on  "Christ  and  Culture;  A 
Conversation  Between  the  North 
American  and  Chinese  Churches." 

Alternative  Context  was  added  to 
Columbia's  required  curriculum  in 
I98b  to  immerse  students  into  another 
culture  in  order  to  deepen  their 
experience  and  understanding  of  the 
church  in  a  significantly  different 
social  context.  Most  students  partici- 
pate during  the  January  term  of  the 
middler  vear,  halfway  through  the 
prescribed  degree  curriculum,  and 
many  have  found  the  experience  to  be 
life  changing.  Nancij  Graham  '93 


Columbia 
to  hold 

commencement 
exercises  on 
Sunday,  May  10 

On  M\\  10,  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  \vill  conduct  its  1942 
commencement  exercises  at  Peachtree 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Atlanta  at  -1 
p.m.  Degree''  will  bo  conferred  to  85 
students  in  five  ot  Columbia's  degree 
programs;  Master  of  Divinity,  Master 
of  Arts  in  Theological  Studies,  Master 
of  Arts  in  Youth  Ministry,  Master  of 
rheologv,  and  Doctor  ot'  Ministry. 
Charles  L.  Weltner,  presiding 
justice  ot  Cleorgia's  Supreme  Court, 
will  be  commencement  speaker. 
Justice  Weltner,  who  earned 
Columbia's  M.A.T.S.  degree  with 
highest  hom>rs  in  19S3,  has  been  a 
justice  since  WHl.  1  le  earned  addi- 
tional degrees  from  Oglethorpe 
University,  Columbia  University 
School  of  Law,  University  of  Virginia 
Law  School,  and  Trinity  College, 
University  of  DuVMin.  1  le  holds 
honorary  degrees  from  Tufts  and 
Oglethorpe  universities. 

Justice  Weltner  has  served  as  a 
United  States  congressman  and  is  the 
author  of  Southerner  and  John  Willie 
Reed.  He  is  a  fellow  of  the  Institute  of 
Politics  of  I  larvard  University.  Last 
year,  he  received  from  the  John  F. 
Kennedy  Menn)rial  Foundation  its 
second  annual  Profile  in  Courage 
award.  I  le  was  hontired  for  his 
October  PUih  decision  to  withdraw  as 
a  candidate  for  re-election  to  Congress 
rather  than  support  segregationist 
Lester  Maddox  as  Georgia's  Demo- 
cratic nominee  for  governor.  Earlier 
that  year,  Mr,  Weltner  had  signed  a 
pledge  to  support  all  Democratic 
candidates. 

Gail  R.  O'Day,  Associate  Professor 
of  Biblical  Preaching  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Fmory  Univer- 
sity, will  preach  the  baccalaureate 
sermon  at  Central  Presbyterian 
Church,  Atlanta,  on  May  10  at  11  a.m. 
Dr.  O'Day  holds  degrees  from  Brown 
University,  Harvard  Divinity  School, 
and  I-mory  University.  She  is  an 
ordained  minister  in  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  and  the  author  of 
three  books  and  numerous  articles. 
On  Saturday,  May  4,  President 
and  Mrs.  Oldenburg  will  host  a 
reception  for  graduates  and  guests  in 
the  president's  home.  Afterwards,  the 
Columbia  Seminary  Choir  will  present 
Stephen  Schwartz's  "Godspell"  at 
Columbia  Presbyterian  Church. 
Saturday  evening,  a  picnic  for  gradu- 
ates, their  families  and  friends,  and 
the  faculty  will  be  held  on  campus. 


For  the  Record 


U  you  have  recent  news  you  would  like  to  contribute  to  this  section, 
please  send  it  to  the  editor^ 


Brian  Childs,  professor  of  pastoral 
theology  and  counseling,  has  been 
named  lo  the  1992  Who's  Who  in 
Thvoh}i\/  and  Sch-uce.  He  lectured  at 
Georgia  State  University  School  of 
Law  on  "The  Ethics  of  Physician- 
Assisted  Death,"  led  a  workshop  for 
U.S.  Army  chaplains.  Southeast 
region,  and  participated  in  sessions  on 
"AIDS"  and  "Disabilities"  for  the  In- 
stitute for  Himianities  and  Medicine 
of  the  National  Hndowment  for  the 

Humanities Margaret  Norlhen  '91 

has  been  called  as  interim  pastor  at 
Forestdale  church  in 
Birmingham. -Harold  Prince  '69, 
professor  emeritus,  and  his  sister, 
Vivian  Prince,  have  donated  to 
Columbia  an  early  edition,  possibly  a 
first,  of  the  Westminster  Confession  of 

Fnith James  Shroyer  '70  is  pastor  of 

St.  Andrew  church  in  Little 

Rock Leslie  Holmes  (DMin  '84)  is 

interim  pastor  of  Hirst  church, 

Berkeley,  CA Tully  Hunter  '90  and 

Ann  White  were  married  June  29  in 
Atlanta,  He  is  associate  pastor  at 
Wilmington  Island  church.  Savannah. 

Ronald  S.  Wallace,  professor 
emeritus,  is  author  of  The  Gospel  of 
}ohn:  Chapters  1-11,  published  by 

Scottish  Academic  Press Jane 

Searjeant  Watt  (DMin  '89)  is  a  re- 
gional representative  for  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  (USA)  Foundation  in  the 

Synod  of  Lincoln  Trails Warren 

Wardlaw  '53,  associate  minister  of 
First  church  (Associate  Reformed 
Synod)  in  Columbia,  SC,  was  honora- 
bly retired  in  January.  I  le  was 
awarded  the  "Order  of  the  Palmetto" 

by  Go\  ernor  Carroll  Campbell 

Lawrence  Richards  '59  is  associate 
pastor,  Oakland  Avenue  church.  Rock 
Hill,  SC Phil  Esty  '56  was  honora- 
bly retired  by  Greater  Atlanta  Presby- 
tery in  August Lee  Carroll  '68, 

assistant  professor  and  director  ot 
supervised  ministry,  led  a  session 
retreat  for  the  Riverdale  (CA)  church 
and  attended  a  meeting  in  Chicago  of 
field  education  faculty  from  the 

PC(USA)  theological  schools David 

Speering  '83  is  pastor  of  First  church, 
Collinsville,  VA,  and  is  working  on  a 
doctorate  at  the  University  of  Okla- 
homa. Mr.  Speering  jointly  chairs  the 
Evangelism  Entity  of  the  Synod  ot  the 
Mid-Atlantic. 

Sara  C.  Juengsl  '83,  director  of 
continuing  education,  attended  the 
board  meeting  of  the  Society  for 
Advancement  of  Continuing  Educa- 
tion in  Ministry  in  Orlando  and  the 
Small  Church  Supervisory  Network- 
ing team  in  San  Antonio.  She  has  led 
retreats  and  workshops  for  Westmin- 
ster church,  Spartanburg,  SC;  for 
synod  campus  ministers  at  the  Asso- 
ciation for  Presbyterian  Christian 
Educators  in  Cincinnati;  teachers  at 
First  church,  Elberlon,  GA;  and  for 
women  of  Cherokee  Presbytery.  Ms. 
Juengst  has  led  a  study  on  C.S.  Lewis 
at  Mt,  Vernon  church,  Atlanta,  and 
was  keynote  speaker  at  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education's 


alumni/ae  reunion.  She  has  preached 
at  the  St.  Simons  church  and  was 
inspirational  speaker  for  the  Presbyte- 
rian Women  gathering  of  Foothills 
Presbytery.  Her  book.  Breaking  Bread: 
The  Spiritual  Significance  of  Food,  has 
been  published  by  Westminster/John 

Knox  Press Robert  McCully  (DMin 

'84)  is  associate  pastor  of  St.  Giles 

church,  Raleigh,  NC Eric  Myers  '91 

has  been  called  as  pastor  of  Hep/ibah 

church,  Bessemer  City,  NC Jeanne 

Slevenson-Moessner,  adjunct  assis- 
tant professor  of  practical  theology, 
led  a  retreat  for  the  international  class 
at  North  Avenue  church,  Atlanta,  on 
"Spiritual  Resources:  A  Look  at 
Hildegard  of  Bingen." 

Charles  Cousar  '58,  professor  of 
New  Testament,  preached  and  led 
series  at  Mt.  Pleasant  (SC)  and  West 
Avenue  (Gastonia,  NC)  churches.  Dr. 
Cousar  has  taught  Sunday  school  at 
Riverside  church,  Jacksonville,  FL, 

and  at  Decatur  (GA)  church Lynn 

Williamson  Delgado  (DMin  88)  is 
associate  executive  presbyter  for 
education  for  tlie  Presbytery  of 

Louisville Cordell  Wynn,  member 

of  Columbia's  board  of  directors  and 
president  of  Stillman  College,  has 
been  appointed  to  serve  a  term  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  council  of 

Independent  colleges G.  Thompson 

Brown,  professor  emeritus,  gave  a 
series  of  devotions  and  Bible  studies 
for  the  annual  retreat  of  the  Brazil 
Missionary  Fellowship  in  Campinas  in 

January Richard  Laurens  '52  was 

honorably  retired  as  pastor  of  First 
church,  Clarkesville,  GA,  in 


BIRTHS 

To  Doug  '87  and  Grace  Cameron 
Hood  'x87,  a  daughter,  Rachael 
EH/abeth,  Feb.  27,  199L 
To  Mark  '40  and  Yvonne  George,  a 
son,  William  Kirk,  Jan.  1992. 
To  Steve  '90  and  Elizabeth  Bryant,  a 
son,  William  Harrison,  Dec.  3, 199L 
Jo  SctHt  '91  and  Linda  Ellington,  a 
daughter.  Anita  Kirsten,  Jan.  9,  1992. 
To  Bill  '92  and  Peggy  '94  Owens,  a 
son,  John  William,  March  10,  1992. 
To  Paul  '94  and  Martha  Ann  Chaney, 
a  daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Dec.  9, 
199L 

To  David  Moessner,  associate  profes- 
sor of  New  Testament,  and  Jeanne 
Stevenson-Moessner,  adjunct  assistant 
professor  of  practical  theology,  a 
daughter,  Jean  McCarley,  Dec.  21, 
199L 

DEATHS 

David  Simpson  '29,  julv  12,  199L 
Marion  Bradwell  '38,  Julv  9,  1991. 
Robert  D  Earnest  '39,  Oct.  1.3,  1991. 
E.Osborne  McKav  '44.  Mav  11,  1991. 
Palmer  Patterson '50,  July  lb,  1991. 
Samuel  W.  Heslip  '60,  Aug.  7, 1991. 
Sidney  Macaulay  Th.M.  '76,  Nov.  11, 

1991. 

David  Sam  Thompson  '83,  Dec.  25, 

1991. 


1991 Libby  Smith  '89  and  CUff 

Gerhart  were  married  in  Atlanta  in 

September James  Cross  (DMin  '87) 

is  chaplain  in  the  4th  Infantry  Divi- 
sions (Mechanized),  U.S.  Army,  Ft. 

Carson,  CO. 

Beverly  Gaventa,  professor  of 
New  Testament,  preached  at  St. 
Stephen  church  in  Ft.  Worth  and 
delivered  the  Scott  Lectures  at  Texas 
Christian  University.  Her  topic  was 
"Glimpses  of  Mary,  the  Mother  of 
Jesus."  Dr.  Gaventa  spoke  at  a 
graduate  colloquium  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Religious  Studies  at  Southern 

Methodist  University David 

Morgan  '70  and  his  wife  Anne  were 
installed  as  co-pastors  of  Allison 
Creek  church  in  York,  SC,  in 

November Melvin  Bridge  '82  is 

minister  of  an  Anglican  parish  near 

Sydney,  Australia Ernestine  Cole, 

associate  dean  of  students,  attended 
the  winter  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly's  Committee  on  Social 
Witness  Policy  in  Louisville.  She 
made  presentations  at  the  Clairmont 
(Decatur,  GA)  and  New  Life  (College 
Park,  GA)  churches.  She  participated 
in  the  National  Black  Presbyterian 
Caucus  meeting  in  Kansas  City,  MO. 
Ms.  Cole  was  featured  in  The  Atlanta 
Constitution  in  an  article,  "Telling 
Their  Story,"  about  African-Ameri- 
cans in  ministry Mike  Murdock  '90 

was  ordained  in  February  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  staff  of  New  Harmony 
Presbytery. 

Frank  Harrington  '60  (ThM  '68) 
has  been  endorsed  by  Greater  Atlanta 
Presbytery  as  a  nominee  for  modera- 
tor of  the  204th  General 

Assembly Jasper  Keith  (STD  79), 

professor  of  pastoral  care  and  counsel- 
ing, gave  addresses  at  the  clergy/ 
spouse  conference  of  the  Synod  of 
South  Atlantic  meeting  in  Jekyll 
Island.  He  is  interim  pastor  of  the 

Druid  Hills  church,  Atlanta C 

Benton  Kline,  president  emeritus  and 
visiting  professor,  led  a  workshop  on 
the  Director)'  for  Worship  for  New 
Harmony  Presbytery,  and  gave  the 
keynote  address  and  led  a  workshop 
on  Presbyterian  Theology,  Polity,  and 
Worship'at  the  lay  school  of  theology 
for  Charlotte  Presbytery.  Dr.  Kline 
has  preached  at  the  Druid  Hills 
(Atlanta)  church  and  made  a  presenta- 
tion on  "Living  Out  Our  Theology" 
for  Columbia's  continuing  education 
event.  Living  Out  the  Middle 

Years Rebecca  Parker,  director  of 

admissions  and  financial  aid, 
preached  at  the  women's  Christmas 
communion  service  at  St.  Luke's 
(Atlanta)  and  taught  a  series  at  All 
Saints  Episcopal  Church  (Atlanta). 
She  was  keynote  speaker  for  the  Rock 
Eagle  Conference  for  the  presbyteries 
of  Greater  Atlanta  and  Northeast 
Georgia.  Ms.  Parker  led  a  tour  on 
twentieth  century  art  for  the  High 

Museum  of  Art.  Atlanta Barbara 

Benton  Flynt  (MAYM  '89)  is  director 
of  Christian  education  at  Colonial 
Heights,  VA,  church. 

John  Patton,  professor  of  pastoral 
theology,  published  an  article  on  "The 
'Holy  Complexity'  of  the  CHnical: 
Some  Retlections  on  Pastoral  Supervi- 
sion and  Theology"  in  the  1992  issue 
of  fournal  of  Supcnusion  and  Traimng  jm 
Mini<tr\f.  He  delivered  five  lectures 
on  human  forgiveness  for  the  network 


of  counselors  and  psychotherapists  of 
the  Florida  United  Methodist  Confer- 
ence and  gave  the  Warren  E.  Mace 
Lecture  at  the  Washington  Hospital 
Center  in  Washington,  DC,  on  "Pas- 
toral Care  as  Remembering."  Dr. 
Patton  lectured  on  ethical  and  theo- 
logical perspectives  on  sexuality  at  the 
Samaritan  Center  in  Jacksonville, 

FL John  Leilh  '43,  who  was  a 

visiting  scholar  at  Columbia  last  fall, 
was  the  Staley  Christian  Scholar  at 

Erskine  College  in  February Ian 

Stake  '89  has  been  ordained  and 
installed  as  associate  pastor  of  young 
families,  youth,  and  Christian  educa- 
tion at  St'  Andrews  church,  Dunedin, 

FL Ronald  Gilreath  '81  is  associate 

pastor  of  First  church,  Gastonia, 

NC Howard  Killingsworth  '62 

retired  \a^A  August  following  34  years 

in  the  PC(USA)  n-vinistry Will 

Coleman  '85,  instructor  in  theology, 
was  a  panel  participant  at  the  Ameri- 
can Academy  of  Religion's  Western 
regional  meeting  in  March.  His  topic 
was  "Symbolic  and  Metaphorical 
Language  as  a  Vehicle  for  Liberation 
in  African-American  Slave 
Narratives". ...Sandra  Sisson  '86  is 
pastor  of  the  Wren  church,  Okolona, 

MS. 

James  Morgan  '81  is  pastor  of  the 
Gum  Creek  church,  Oxford, 

GA Mills  Peebles  '59  has  been 

named  staff  of  the  sixth  and  newest 
regional  office  of  the  Board  of  Pen- 
sions in  Louisville Walter  Bruegge- 

mann,  professor  of  Old  Testament, 
has  preached  and  lectured  at  First 
Christian  Church,  Midland,  TX;  First 
churches,  Dallas,  TX,  and  Charlotte, 
NC;  and  Reformed  church,  Bronxville, 
NY.  He  has  lectured  at  the  Trinity 
Institute,  New  York/San  Francisco; 
Presbyterian  Conference  Center, 
Hilton  Head;  Concordia  College;  and 
at  the  College  of  Preachers,  Washing- 
ton, DC.  Dr,  Brueggemann  has 
preached  at  Duke  Chapel  and  All 
Saints  Episcopal  Church,  Atlanta,  He 
has  an  article  published  in  Horizons  in 
Biblical  Theology  and  a  sermon  in 
Pulpit  Digest. ..'.Hugh  Esco  '57  was 
honorably  retired  from  Trinity  church, 
Gadsden,  AL.         continued  on  page  7 
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John  Ellington  '62  is  working  as 
Bible  Translations  consultant  for  the 
United  Bible  Societies  and  traveling  to 
West  Africa  several  times  a  year.  He 
lives  in  Montreat  and  is  also  working 

on  handbooks  for  Bible  translators 

Robert  Ramey,  professor  of  ministry, 
led  retreats  for  officers  and  preached 
at  First  church,  Greensboro,  NC,  and 
at  the  McDonough,  GA,  church.  He 
taught  in  Columbia's  continuing 
education  seminar  on  the  middle 
years  of  ministry.  Dr.  Ramey  has 
written  Discoveries  on  the  Woi/  (Lenten 
devotions)  and  is  co-author  of  Living 
the  Christian  Life:  A  GuiiU-  to  Reformed 

Spirituality Harold  White  (ThM  '45) 

is  Old  Testament  instructor  at 
Roanoke  Institute  Seminary  Exten- 
sion, sponsored  by  the  Roanoke 
Baptist  Association  in  Elizabeth  City, 

NC James  Thompson  '58  is  interim 

of  Hope  church,  Huntsville, 
AL Robert  Busey  '54  was  honora- 
bly retired  from  Bon  Air  church, 

Richmond  last  May F.W.  Widmer 

'44  is  adjunct  professor  at  Beeson 
Divinity  School,  Samford  University. 
Kathryn  Cartledge  '85  organized 
Atlanta  Interfaith  AIDS  Network  in 
1989  to  provide  pastoral  care  to 
people  with  AIDS  and  their  families 
and  operate  Common  Ground,  a  day 
activity  center  for  people  with  AIDS. 
She  received  a  1992  Christian  Council 
of  Metropolitan  Atlanta  award  for  her 
work Buddy  Roberts  '86  is  pastor 


of  Westminster  church,  Columbia, 

TN Ben  Johnson,  professor  of 

evangelism  and  church  growth, 
preached  and  lectured  at  Sequoyah 
Hills  church,  Knoxville,  was  minister's 
conference  lecturer  for  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Memphis  and 
evangelism  speaker  for  Charlotte 
Presbytery,  and  led  an  officers'  retreat 
for  Eriiory  church,  Atlanta.  He  was  a 
workshop  presenter  at  the  fourth 
biennial  meeting  of  Shepherd's 
Centers  of  America  and  the  Staley 
Lecturer  at  Arkansas  College.  Dr, 
Johnson  has  led  events  and  work- 
shops for  First  Christian  Church, 
Rocky  Mount,  NC,  First  church, 
Sarasota,  FL,  and  Muskingum  Valley 
and  Mission  presbyteries.  He  was 
plenary  speaker  and  led  a  spirituality 
workshop  for  the  Christian  Church  in 

Oklahoma James  Anderson  '58  was 

honorably  retired  from  the  Gretna,  FL, 

church  last  July William  Hatcher 

'53  was  honorably  retired  by  Coastal 
Carolina  Presbytery  in  March  1991. 

Lucy  Rose,  assistant  professor  of 
preaching  and  worship,  has  preached 
at  North  Decatur  (GA)  church, 
Southminster  church  in  Macon,  GA, 
Summerville  (SO  church,  and  Clifton 
church,  Atlanta.  She  preached  and 
lectured  in  Tallahassee  at  First  church 
and  at  Florida  State  University.  Dr. 
Rose  attended  a  consultation  for 
teachers  of  worship  in 

Louisville Barry  Davies  '82  (DMin 

'87),  instructor  in  church  music,  was 
guest  lecturer  and  music  consultant  at 
Continued  on  pa^e  8 
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From  the  Bookstore 

New  titles  by  Columbia  Seminary  faculty  members: 


No.  of 
copies 


Retail     Columbia 
price      price 


Breaking  Bread:  Vic  Spiritual  Significance  of  Food  $  8.95    $  7.61 

by  Sara  Covin  Juengst  examines  six  theological 
themes  related  to  food  and  feasting 

Living  the  Christian  Life:  A  Guide  to  Reformed  $12.95    $11.01 

Spintualihi  bv  Robert  H.  Ramey,  Jr.  and 
Ben  Campbell  Johnson  draws  upon  the 
Reformed  tradition  to  provide  guidance 
for  spiritual  development 

_Encyclopcdia  of  the  Reformed  Faith,  edited  by  $36,95    $31.41 

Donald  McKim,  features  articles  contributed  by 
Frederick  Bonkovsky,  Catherine  Gonzalez,  Shirley 
Guthrie,  and  George  Slroup  among  its  more  than 
200  scholarly  entries  which  succinctly  detail  the 
history  and  theology  of  the  Reformed  tradition 


Total  amount  for  books  — 

Georgia  residents:  add  5  percent  sales  tax  — 
Shipping  and  handling  ($2.50  for  first  book, 

$.50  for  each  additional  book.  All  books  shipped  UPS.)  — 

TOTAL  — 

Method  of  payment  (please  check  one): 

Check,  made  payable  to  CTS  Bookstore  (included  with  order 

VISA  .MasterCard  (please  print  information  below): 

\^WMasterCard  # ^'^P-  "^^^^ 

Name  (as  it  appears  on  card) 

Street  address  for  UPS  shipment: 

Address 

City 


State, 


_Zip. 


Please  send  this  completed  order  form  to:  CTS  Bookstore,  P.O.  Box  520, 
Decatur,  GA  30031. 


Vice  President,  Development/Seminary  Relations 

Do  you  know  the  importance 
of  a  will? 


You  HAVE  iiFARP  that  everyone  should 
have  a  will.  If  you  do  not  have  one, 
the  state  will  make  a  will  for  you,  and 
your  wishes  may  not  be  fulfilled. 

If  you  have  property  or  unest- 
ments  or  own  your  home,  it  is  wise  to 
arrange  for  some  reasonable  distribu- 
tion of  your  assets  when  you  no 
longer  need  them,  A  will  can  do  that 
—  asserting  your  wishes  tor  children, 
grandchildren,  and  even  charities. 
That  is  where  Columbia  Seminary 
enters  the  picture. 

If  you  are  committed  to  theologi- 
cal education  and  want  yi>ur  assets  to 
continue  working  for  the  cause  of 
Christ,  leaving  a  bequest  to  Ctilumbia 
Theological  Seminary  can  help  tultiU 
your  desires.  Increasingly,  people  are 
adding  Columbia  to  the  list  of  chari- 
ties in  their  wills,  and  for  this  we  are 
grateful.  Indeed,  several  donors  are 
leaving  the  bulk  of  their  estates  to  the 
seminary,  particularly  if  they  have  no 
children  or  grandchildren.  1  lere  are 
two  examples. 

Some  years  ago,  a  gracious  elderly 
woman  in  Florida  lost  her  husband. 
They  had  talked  of  leaving  their  estate 
to  charity,  and  after  his  death,  their 
pastt>r,  a  Columbia  graduate,  helped 
develop  her  interest  in  the  seminary. 
She  joined  the  Columbia  [-riendship 
Circle,  visited  the  campus  a  number  of 
times,  and  learned  what  the  seminary 
was  doing  tor  the  church.  She  died 
last  spring  and  left  Columbia  more 
than  a  half  million  dollars.  I  ler  estate 
will  help  build  the  addition  to  the 
seminary  library,  and  a  favored 
location'in  the  library  will  be  named 
for  her  and  her  husband.  Their  good 
work  will  live  on. 

In  the  1950s  and  60s,  a  Charlotte 
businessman  was  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  seminary.  Dr.  J.  McDow- 
ell Richards,  then  president,  talked 
with  him  about  some  of  the  needs  of 
the  institution.  The  man  died  in  1964; 


his  will  made  provision  for  his  wife 
tor  the  rest  o\  her  lifetime.  A\tter  her 
death  in  1989,  his  will  left  the  semi- 
nary more  than  five  million  dollars,  all 
of  wliich  was  earmarked  \ot  the 
endowment.  Columbia  named  an 
academic  chair  alter  the  man's  father, 
a  former  professor.  The  remainder 
will  be  used  for  generations  to  educate 
men  and  women  !i>r  pastoral  leader- 
ship. 

Other  committed  individuals  have 
also  made  use  of  their  wills  to  influ- 
ence the  future  for  Christ.  Columbia 
continues  to  give  thanks  to  God  tor 
those  who  remembi-r  the  seminary  in 
their  financial  planning. 

Nevertheless,  some  of  us  have 
trouble  getting  around  to  making  a 
will.    Ihere  are  probably  several 
reasons  for  our  procrastination. 
Perhaps  we  do  not  want  to  think 
about  our  own  mortality,  we  do  not 
really  want  to  know  what  our  total 
estate  looks  like,  or  we  do  not  want  to 
bother  with  it.  It  helps,  then,  ti>  kmnv 
you  can  draw  up  a  general  will  to  take 
care  of  your  wishes  without  going 
into  great  detail.  Or,  if  you  prefer, 
you  can  be  very  specific  about  lu>w 
you  want  your  estate  distributed.  The 
important  thing  is  to  do  something, 
whether  general  or  specific. 

Your  attorney  can  make  it  easy  for 
you  to  get  the  job  done,  and  you  will 
feel  better  ft)r  having  done  so.  If,  after 
you  have  taken  care  of  your  other 
concerns,  you  want  to  remember 
Columbia  Seminary  in  your  will,  you 
can  simply  include  the  following: 

"[  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  all 
the  rest,  residue,  and  remainder  of  my 
estate,  bt>th  real  and  pL-rsonal,  tangible 
and  intangible  to  Columbia  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  Inc.,  Decatur,  Cieorgia." 
In  addition  to  the  satisfaction  you 
will  have,  ytni  will  make  the  future  of 
Columbia  and  its  work  that  much 
stronger.  May  God's  blessings  be 
with  you,'    i 


Library  offers  dial-up  access 


Columbia's  John  Bulow  Campbell 
Library  is  adding  a  new  service  for  its 
on-  and  off-campus  users.  Users  can 
now  call  from  their  home  computers 
to  search  the  list  of  Columbia's 
Library  of  Congress  collection,  at  no 
cost  other  than  that  of  the  phone  call. 
This  service  is  the  result  of  a  Univer- 
sity Center  agreement  to  have  a 
central  computer  access  to  all  holdings 
of  University  Center  libraries.  Colum- 
bia is  one  of  eighteen  members  of  the 
University  Center. 


By  calling  the  computer,  housed 
at  Georgia  State  University,  and 
giving  a  few  basic  commands,  users 
may  access  the  Columbia  catalog  and 
wili  soon  be  able  to  search  the  catalogs 
of  most  other  University  Center 
libraries,  such  as  Emory  University, 
Georgia  State  University,  and  the 
University  of  Georgia. 

The  service  will  be  updated  quar- 
terly. For  more  information  or  for  the 
telephone  number  for  this  service,  call 
Columbia's  library  at  404/378-8821.  U 


The  Devb^ment  Ofrce  of  Columbia  Seminary  will  publish  an  annual  donor 
lepo^t  forTc^^^^^^  fiscal  year,  which  ends  June  30,  1992.  The  report  will  be 
punished  in  fall  1992  and  will  list  all  donors,  endowment  funds,  and  support- 
ing  churches. 
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T.  Clark  Simmons 


Clark  Simmons 
joins  seminary's 
development 
staff 

T.  Ci  AUK  Simmons  has  been  named 
associate  campaign  director  at 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary-  He 
began  his  duties  February  1. 

Mr.  Simmons  is  assisting  with 
Columbia's  $31,  450,000  capital 


campaign  in  the  Synod  of  South 
Atlantic  and  has  additional  develop- 
ment responsibilities  in  the  Synod  of 
Living  Waters. 

A  native  of  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
he  is  a  1985  graduate  of  Belhaven 
College  with  a  B.B. A.  in  finance.  He 
comes  to  the  seminary  after  six  years 
of  sales  and  business  experience. 

Mr.  Simmons  is  an  elder  at  Druid 
Hills  Presbyterian  Church  in  Atlanta, 
He  has  served  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Greenwood,  Mississippi, 
as  a  summer  youth  director. 

Commenting  on  the  appoint- 
ment. President  Douglas  W.  Old- 
enburg said,  "Mr.  Simmons,  a 
dedicated  Presbyterian  layman, 
brings  a  level  of  enthusiasm  and 
experience  that  will  greatly  aid 
Columbia  Seminary  in  its  develop- 
ment and  church  relations  efforts. 
We  are  delighted  to  have  him  on  our 
staff."  D 


For  the  Record 
continued  from  page  7 

the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
United  Theological  College  of  the 
West  Indies,  He  taught  at 
Columbia's  "Ministry  in  the  Middle 
Years"  continuing  education 

program Larry  Mitchell  '74  is 

pastor  of  First  church,  Hannibal, 
MO James  Burgess  '74  is  stated 


Bonneau  Dickson  33  and  Mattie  Hart  '70  received  the  Distinguished  Service  Axoards 
from  Colimihia's  Alummjae  Association  during  Forum  week  in  January.  Dr.  Dickson, 
who  is  field  rcpresenlatwe  for  the  seminary,  i<cn'cd  pastorates  in  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina  and  zoas  executive  secretary  of  Atlanta  Preshi/lenf  from  1961  to  1973.  Dr. 
Hart  is  a  professor  of  religion  and  philosophy  at  Flagler  College  in  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  and  zoas  the  first  ivoman  graduate  of  Columbia  to  be  ordained  as  Minister  of  the 
Word  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.  in  1971. 


supply  of  the  McDowell  church  and 
superintendent  of  Camp  Harmony  in 

Greeleyville,  SC Serge  Molla  (visiting 

Swiss  scholar  '84)  has  written  Les  Idees 

Noires  de  Martin  Luther  King Diane 

Shoaf  '91  is  interim  pastor  ot  Villages 

church.  Homestead,  FL Philip 

Gehman  '68,  vice  president  for  student 
life,  made  a  presentation  a*  the  Synod  of 


the  Sun's  Preparation  for  Ministry 

Workshop  in  Austin Christine 

Wenderoth,  associate  librarian  and 
assistant  professor  of  practical  theol- 
ogy, attended  the  mid-winter  meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Ameri- 
can Theological  Library  Associatioa  □ 
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